Chapter Twenty-One 


Kurt Cobain’s Death: 
Love, Heroin & Police Cover-Up 


Punk rock expressed the way I feel socially and politically.... Drugs are a waste of time. They destroy your 
memory and your self-respect and everything that goes along with your self-esteem. They’re no good at 
all.... The duty of youth is to challenge corruption.... Rap music is the only vital form of music introduced 
since punk rock.... I would like to get rid of the homophobes, racists and sexists in our audience. I know 
they’re out there and it really bothers me. 


- Kurt Cobain, various quotes. 


“Nevermind” came without a lyric sheet... At first he wanted to print some of his poems, then some 
“revolutionary debris.”... Kurt says “revolutionary debris” meant “all kinds of anarchistic, revolutionary 
essays and diagrams about how to make your own bomb. And I just thought we better hold off on that,” 
he says. “If we ever really want to do that, we’d be more effective if we gained popularity first.” 


- From Come As You Are: The Story of Nirvana, published shortly before Cobain’s death. 


urt Cobain sang, wrote the lyrics and played guitar for the band Nirvana. They 

K were widely considered the most influential band of the 1990s, despite Cobain’s 

death at the age of twenty-seven in 1994. While the band topped the music charts for 

sales, its music, then considered “punk rock,” fell into the all-purpose genre of 

“alternative.” Later music critics considered Nirvana the founders of the “grunge” 

music sound. Cobain, like a number of other grunge musicians, developed a heroin 
problem in the early 1990s. 


Heroin & Alternative/Punk Musicians 


s the Afghan heroin-producing opium supply grew in the 1990s, American and 

European consumption also grew. While a number of mainstream musicians 
developed heroin problems, heroin use appeared even more popular among a fringe 
collection of artists and musicians who lived in urban areas. From the 1960s to the 
1990s, a number of these musicians who became influential in alternative music 
developed heroin problems. Some of them also crossed paths with members of U.S. 
intelligence. 

In the 1960s, John Lennon, who had glorified heroin use with his Beatles’ White 
Album song “Me and My Monkey,” referring to the slang “monkey on my back” for 
addiction, had spies watching him closely. Velvet Underground lead-singer songwriter 
Lou Reed, managed by suspected spy Miles Copeland III, wrote “Heroin” and “Waiting 
for My Man.” White House physician Max “Dr. Feelgood” Jacobson regularly gave 
psychedelics and amphetamines or cocaine-with-heroin “speedballs” to people who 
attended Andy Warhol’s parties, where the Velvet Underground first performed as the 
house band. Jacobson had also frequented Timothy Leary’s gatherings. World- 
renowned artist Warhol produced the Velvet Underground’s influential first albums.’ 


In the 1970s, one of the first American punk icons, Iggy Pop, had a known heroin 
addiction while his band, the Stooges, popularized aggressive, intelligent, “pre-punk” 
rock music. Anarchist punk-rock icon Sid Vicious, of early ’70s British punk-rock band, 
the Sex Pistols, reportedly died of uncertain causes after a slip-up with heroin 
following some clean time. His girlfriend Nancy Spungeon developed her heroin 
addiction when living in New York prior to their meeting. She traveled to England and 
moved in with Vicious. Spungeon died of a knife wound four months before Vicious. 
Vicious had at one point been implicated in her death, but British investigators never 
came to a conclusion about who killed her.? 

By the 1980s, more punk-inspired musicians developed heroin problems. For 
example, Australian punk singer Nick Cave started using heroin and glorified the drug 
with compelling lyrics and music for his band, The Birthday Party. In Sydney, 
Australia, CIA and Special Forces veteran Michael Hand joined businessman Frank 
Nugan to form Nugan Hand Bank. Nugan had notes from CIA Director William Colby, 
and other top CIA help, in aiding heroin traffickers. Prof. Peter Dale Scott said that 
Nugan Hand Bank financed the first major drug imports, “organized by veterans of U.S. 
Special Forces and CIA in Laos.” Australian heroin addiction rose dramatically in the 
late 1970s. 

Researchers argued that drug dealers directed much of the cocaine and heroin 
mostly to urban American black and Hispanic communities. Urban whites were more 
likely to try heroin and cocaine if they lived in these racially mixed neighborhoods.* 
With top music magazines Rolling Stone and Spin calling Nirvana the most influential 
band of the 1990s, its frontman Kurt Cobain had the greatest effect in popularizing 
heroin to the white community.° 


Cobain as Radical Political Leftist 


urt Cobain grew up in a middle-class neighborhood of Aberdeen, Washington, 

K where artists and musicians in his family helped cultivate his early development. 

By the age of twenty, Cobain started the band Nirvana and had a relationship with Tobi 

Vail, who was in the all-female, radical political band Bikini Kill. Vail and Bikini Kill 
singer Kathleen Hanna helped influence Cobain’s increasingly radical leftist politics.® 

Bikini Kill’s feminist politics followed the lineage of radical-leftist punk rockers, The 
Clash.’ Post-punk bands such as Washington DC’s “hardcore” band Fugazi continued in 
this vein, and was well known for its “straight edge” anti-drug lifestyle. This term 
came from the song “Straight Edge,” by Fugazi singer Ian McKaye’s former band, 
Minor Threat (without co-lead singer Guy Picciotto). 

As a teenager, Kurt Cobain recreationally used alcohol and marijuana, and soon 
used psychedelic drugs a few times. By the late 1980s, Cobain loved Fugazi, and even 
had their name written on his shoes. In 1989, Nirvana had produced its first aloum 
Bleach, for local Seattle independent record label Sub Pop.® 

Soon, major labels courted Nirvana, and the band decided to sign with Geffen. Sonic 
Youth, another Geffen client, took Nirvana with them on their European tour as the 
opening act in 1991, filming it for the movie 1991:The Year that Punk Broke.’ 

An MTV video, “Smells Like Teen Spirit,” helped Nirvana break out globally in the 
late summer of 1991. Their album Nevermind hit the top of the pop charts in the U.S. 
and seven other countries by the beginning of 1992, selling five million copies in four 


months. Nevermind would go on to sell 10 million copies in the U.S. and 30 million 
worldwide by 2011."° 

Journalists noted how Nevermind’s unmatched success changed the course of music, 
the recording industry and even fashion.’! The “grunge” look of jeans, t-shirts, or 
flannel shirts to keep warm, were popularized by the clothing Kurt Cobain and his 
fellow band members continued to wear even after they began making lots of money. 

Nirvana’s album covers presented subtle and not-so-subtle political statements. The 
cover of Nevermind had a baby submerged in a pool reaching for a dollar bill on a 
fishhook. The album In Utero, banned by Wal-Mart and K Mart supposedly for Cobain’s 
sculpture of fetuses on its cover, also contained four pictures of the burnt-out Los 
Angeles Republican Party Headquarters during the 1992 Los Angeles riots. Cobain 
further forced Rolling Stone magazine to display his t-shirt in their cover picture of him. 
He had written on the shirt: “Corporate Magazines Still Suck.” 





Leftist Nirvana frontman Kurt Cobain wore a shirt stating “Corporate Magazines Still 
Suck" on the cover of Railing Stone. Police whistleblowers say their supervisor ordered 
them only to investigate his death as a suicide, not the murder that evidence sugqested. 


Not everyone was aware of Kurt Cobain’s left-wing political passions. Michael 
Azzerad published a biography of the band, Come as You Are, six months before Cobain’s 
death, revealing Cobain’s politics that ranged from pro-Democrat to radical anarchist. 
On the mainstream side, Cobain urged his fans to vote for Bill Clinton in 1992, and was 
credited with making the difference in Clinton’s win over George H.W. Bush. In that 
election, youth came out to vote in the largest percentages since the voting age was 
first lowered in the 1960s.° 

Cobain’s political actions were often discreet, such as putting an anonymous track 
on an AIDS benefit album, and participating in benefits for abortion rights groups, 
anti-bigotry organizations, and anti-censorship organizations. He also battled 
prejudice by publicizing his hypothetical bisexuality and hatred of homophobia.“ 

More radically, Cobain was quoted as saying he originally wanted to put 


“revolutionary debris” inside his hugely popular album Nevermind. He said this meant 
“all kinds of anarchistic, revolutionary essays and diagrams about how to make your 
own bomb. And I just thought we better hold off on that ... we’d be more effective if we 
gained popularity first. Then people might actually think twice about it.” 

While Cobain’s lyrics remained more personal and apolitical, he consistently made 
liberal-to-revolutionary political statements in other public forums. In the band’s first 
biography, Cobain said his popular single “Lithium” was an update on Communist 
Manifesto author Karl Marx’s statement on religion as the opiate of the masses.’® In 
interviews he took a leftist perspective, mocking the American economic system, 
saying if major record labels bought up all the alternative bands, then, “Chalk one up 
for capitalism. Let’s get our top hats and tails and have a cigar.”!” 


Love, Marriage and Heroin 


anadian award-winning writers Max Wallace and Ian Halperin spent years 
C investigating Cobain’s death, after musicians they knew said it was suspicious. 
Wallace wrote for the New York Times and contributed to the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. Halperin co-authored two best-selling books, was a_ regular 
correspondent on Court TV and contributed to 60 Minutes 2. Their first book, Who Killed 
Kurt Cobain, came out in 1998. They published Love and Death: The Murder of Kurt Cobain 
in 2004. They gained much assistance from a police detective-turned private 
investigator, Tom Grant, whom Cobain’s wife Courtney Love had hired in early April of 
1994. Grant started investigating her on his own, after he found evidence of foul play. 
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Cobain'’s wife Courtney Love hired private detective Iom Grant 
to look for Cobain. Grant reparted finding that Cobain was 
leaving her and that she played a part in his murder. 


Wallace and Halperin chronicled how Kurt Cobain met his wife, singer Courtney 
Love, after his first album with major label Geffen Records was released. Love, who had 
left another husband a year before, became pregnant with Cobain’s child within 
several months of their meeting. Some of Cobain’s close friends, such as Dylan Carlson, 
said Love’s pregnancy prompted Cobain to propose to her. They were married in 


February of 1992 with a prenuptial agreement, which barred either getting the other’s 
money via divorce. By that time some band members had become unhappy with 
Cobain’s budding heroin addiction and disapproved of Courtney Love. Nirvana bassist 
Krist Novoselic and all family members of Cobain and Love were absent from the 
wedding.® 

Most reports had Cobain’s regular heroin use starting at the same time he started 
dating Courtney. Love’s father and ex-husband both said she had a regular heroin 
addiction while she lived with them. After the birth of Cobain and Love’s child, Vanity 
Fair published an article about Love, describing her heroin addiction.’? Kurt Cobain’s 
heroin addiction reportedly reached its peak when he almost failed to complete a 
Saturday Night Live performance. Cobain went to detox in September 1992.”° 

Kurt Cobain apparently relapsed with heroin after his detox. In an incident less than 
a year prior to his death, on May 2, 1993 Cobain had shot up heroin in what private 
detective Tom Grant reported as an accidental overdose. Grant obtained the police 
report, and reprinted a copy of it in his Case Study Manual. It says that after Cobain 
became semiconscious from the accidental overdose, Courtney claimed to have tried to 
revive him by injecting him with buprenorphine. She also force-fed him Valium and 
four codeine-based Tylenol pills, containing acetaminophen and Benadryl. Grant said 
that adding these drugs to Cobain’s system put him at much greater risk of death.”? 

While the full extent of Cobain’s heroin addiction remains uncertain, reports 
suggest that a stomach problem he had since he was a teenager was the trigger for his 
continued drug use. The stomach ailment left him vomiting, starving and in bed for 
weeks. The most commonly prescribed medication for stomach ailments, Paragoric, 
included a tincture of opium, as it relieved intestinal problems. Cobain ended up trying 
morphine and then used heroin. However, in the summer of 1993, a doctor diagnosed 
Cobain’s problem as a pinched nerve and successfully treated it, along with prescribing 
a medication that helped sustain his treatment. Virtually all reports supported 
Cobain’s abstinence from heroin while on this medication.” 

By September 1993, Nirvana released their second album with Geffen Records, In 
Utero, which topped the pop sales charts its first week out. Shortly before the album’s 
release, Kurt Cobain increased his share of the band’s formerly equally divided 
royalties, since he had written most of the songs. Friends said Love had nagged him 
repeatedly for almost two years to make these changes with his bandmates. Cobain 
reluctantly threatened to quit the band unless his bandmates accepted his getting 
100% of money from the lyrics and 75% of royalties from the music, to be applied 
retroactively to Nevermind’s sales. This caused a rift between Cobain and his band.” 

Now that they were rich, Courtney Love insisted she and Cobain live in an expensive 
house in the wealthiest neighborhood, the polar opposite of their apartment in the 
seedy university district of Seattle. Living across a lake from billionaire Bill Gates, 
Cobain complained to friends he was embarrassed by the house’s extravagance. 
Cobain’s friend Peter Cleary said the singer booked a 38-day European tour partly 
because he “was like an emotional cripple around his wife, but on tour ... he was the 
boss.” Cobain was certain to gain some independence, since Courtney couldn’t 
accompany him while she was mixing her band Hole’s upcoming album.” 

A recent American tour had exhausted Cobain, but he felt ready for the European 
tour, as he was “exhilarated by the absence of his stomach problems.” However, after 
the first show in Munich, Germany, a doctor diagnosed Cobain with bronchitis and 
suggested he take two months off from his tour.” 


Kurt Cobain had gotten into increasing conflicts with his wife by this time. Their 
lawyer, Rosemary Carroll, said they had become hateful towards each other. Cobain 
had finally decided to leave Love, wanting a divorce. Love called and asked Carroll to 
find her, “the meanest, most vicious divorce lawyer” she knew.”° 

Nonetheless, Cobain adored his one-and-a-half year-old daughter Frances, and 
missed her on his music tours. So he asked Love to bring Frances and meet him in 
Rome. Love had flown to London for publicity regarding her upcoming album. Love 
and Frances met with Cobain in a hotel in Rome on March 3, 1994.27 

Around 6:15 a.m. the next day, Love called the front desk and asked them to get an 
ambulance, as she had found Cobain unconscious on the floor. Twenty-four hours later, 
Cobain woke up from what the doctor described as a pharmacological coma “due not to 
narcotics, but the combined effect of alcohol and tranquilizers which had been 
medically prescribed by a doctor [to Love].” Everyone called it an accidental overdose. 
No one but Love ever referred to it as a suicide attempt.” 

Back home in Seattle two weeks later on March 18, Courtney Love called 911 and 
said her husband had locked himself in a room with a gun and was threatening to kill 
himself. When police arrived at their Lake Washington estate, they found Cobain 
behind a locked door, but their report said he told them he was in there “to keep away 
from Courtney.” The report further said he insisted that he didn’t want to hurt himself 
and that he didn’t have a gun in the room with him. When the police questioned Love 
about her false report, she apparently admitted not seeing him take a gun, and said she 
didn’t hear him say he was going to kill himself. The officers confiscated Cobain’s four 
guns from the house, a box of ammunition and, importantly, Cobain’s stomach 
medication pills. Cobain bought another rifle at the end of March.”? 

In late March, Cobain and Love reportedly battled over his wanting to back out of 
the scheduled headlining of the Lollapalooza tour, which would have made him 
millions of dollars, along with millions for others. Soon after this conflict, Cobain 
called his fellow bandmembers to announce he was breaking the band up. 
Subsequently, Love and several of Cobain’s management executives did an 
intervention on Cobain, during which Love threatened to limit Cobain’s access to his 
daughter unless he went into rehab. Much evidence suggests that Cobain had largely 
gotten away from narcotics at this time. But whether or not he had a “slip” with his 
heroin use, he felt threatened enough to enter Exodus residential treatment in Los 
Angeles on March 30.°° 


Murder and Heroin Chic 


rivate detective Tom Grant said that on Friday, April 1, Courtney Love called the 
Exodus pay phone thirteen times. Kurt Cobain left rehab later that day. Exodus 
and most other long-term residential drug treatments centers are not locked-down 
facilities. Cobain entered under his own volition, so he could have told staff he wanted 
to leave and walked out the door without a problem, ignoring their suggestions for him 
to stay. Instead, he avoided talking to staff about deciding to leave early, and climbed 
over a six-foot wall in the back, according to journalists Wallace and Halperin.** 
Soon after leaving rehab that Friday night at 8:47 p.m., Cobain called the Peninsula 
Hotel in L.A., where Courtney Love was staying, and left a message for her. The 
message said he was staying with a friend, leaving Love the number of the friend, a 


woman named Elizabeth in California. Cobain then took a plane flight to Seattle early 
the next morning. From her Peninsula Hotel room, Love called private detective Tom 
Grant on April 3, purportedly to hire him to look for her husband, alleging she didn’t 
know where he was. 

According to Grant, he brought another investigator with him and they met with 
Love in her hotel room, where she told them about having a phony story planted with 
the Associated Press, saying she had overdosed on drugs and was in the hospital. Grant 
claimed Love said she did this to get Cobain’s attention.*” 

On that day, Love also evidently told Grant she had Cobain’s credit card canceled 
and wanted Grant to call the credit card company to find out about attempted 
activities on the card. The following day, Grant said Love told him that she had called 
in a missing person’s report pretending to be Kurt’s mother, Wendy O’Connor. On April 
6, Love sent Grant to Seattle to look for Cobain, but Grant had no luck finding him.°? 

Just a few days later, on April 8, 1994, an electrician found Kurt Cobain dead in a 
sunroom above the garage of his home. The coroner said he had been dead since April 
5. Most reports say he committed suicide by shooting himself in the mouth with a 
shotgun. 

However, evidence points to high-level police and media cover-up of a murder 
scenario in which Cobain’s wife Courtney took part. Did U.S. intelligence first allow 
Cobain’s popularity and known drug usage to foster an era of “heroin chic”? Then, 
when the politically radical leftist Cobain showed signs of getting away from heroin 
and influencing his fans contrary to the interests of America’s drug-trafficking 
oligarchy, did they orchestrate his murder? Evidence supports this scenario. 

Cobain’s death made front-page news worldwide. Virtually all the stories repeated a 
Seattle police spokesman’s account that Cobain had been shooting heroin 
intravenously in the sunroom, then used a shotgun to commit suicide. Media looked 
for suicidal statements, magazines lauded his musical influence, but most mainstream 
investigative reporters did little-to-no investigation of a possible homicide. 


Investigators Say Cobain Was Murdered 


uring the next ten years, independent investigations about Cobain’s “suicide” 
found links to U.S. intelligence foul play, but there was extremely sparse 
mainstream media coverage until the new millennium. Award-winning investigative 
journalist Duff Wilson published a story in the Seattle Times a month after Cobain’s 
death. Wilson’s sources in the Seattle Police Department told him that many facts in 
Cobain’s case didn’t add up. For example, private detective Tom Grant found and 
shared with police that someone tried to use Cobain’s credit card between the time of 
his death and his body being found. Additionally, the suicide note didn’t appear to be 
about suicide at all, and the handwriting changed part way through it. With the 
knowledge from his former police detective work, Grant said the police also made the 
highly doubtful claim that there weren’t any legible fingerprints on the shotgun.*4 
After publishing these inconsistencies, neither Wilson nor the Seattle Times followed 
up with a long-term investigation. More importantly, a police officer investigator 
working at the scene said his supervisor told the team of police investigators that they 
were not to investigate Cobain’s death as a homicide, making it clear from the start 
that the so-called homicide investigation was just a show. The officer said this highly 


surprised him and other police investigators, especially with the change in 
handwriting on the suicide note at a particularly important point. That part of the note 
was only a goodbye to fans; the band acknowledged that Cobain was breaking them 
up.25 

Grant, Wallace and Halperin investigated Cobain’s death as a homicide for years. 
Grant continued to communicate with Love for some months after Cobain’s body was 
found. She then stopped talking to Grant after she realized he had started investigating 
her.*° 

After refusing countless lucrative financial offers for over fifteen years, Tom Grant 
eventually came out with his own independently published books on this subject. He 
had formerly only shared much of his work with authors Max Wallace and Ian 
Halperin, for their books. Wallace and Halperin also produced a film, The Cobain Case, 
based on these books. It was released in Europe, while American media refused to even 
make mention of it, except on YouTube. It includes recorded conversations between 
Tom Grant and Courtney Love, along with their lawyer, Rosemary Carroll. This film 
further shows Cobain’s grandfather Leland Cobain, the relative to whom Cobain was 
closest. Leland Cobain and his wife Iris didn’t believe Kurt was suicidal. Leland also 
believes his grandson was murdered.°’ 

The books and movie offer extensive evidence that someone murdered Kurt Cobain 
by first giving Cobain an extremely pure dose of heroin that left him unconscious 
within seconds. That person or another then put a shotgun in Cobain’s hands and shot 
him in the mouth to make it look like a suicide. 

Some of the accumulated evidence supporting this murder scenario includes the 
amount of opiates in Cobain’s corpse, accompanied by Valium, which potentiates 
heroin. Cobain had a morphine level seventy times higher than the amount that would 
kill the average person, and three times the amount of heroin that would immediately 
incapacitate and kill even a severe addict.*® This suggests that someone gave Cobain a 
“hot shot”—a dose many times the normal 5% purity of street-bought heroin.*? 

Most importantly, Cobain’s and Love’s lawyer of two years, Rosemary Carroll, said it 
was obvious Cobain didn’t write the last part of his “suicide” note, which, as 
mentioned, appeared to be a goodbye to fans regarding the band’s breakup.” 

In 1997, the NBC-TV show Unsolved Mysteries released Cobain’s autopsy report 
findings to Cyril Wecht, President of the American Academy of Forensic Science. He 
said, “For most people, including addicts, [this] is a significant level. And for most of 
them, the great percentage, it will be a level that will induce a state of unconsciousness 
quite quickly. We’re talking about seconds, not minutes.” He continued, “I just can’t 
tell you that it would have been impossible” that Cobain then pulled the trigger of the 
shotgun, “but it does raise a question as to whether or not he shot that shotgun.”** 

Wecht went on to say, off camera, “If it was suicide, he probably would have had to 
be holding the gun in his hand while he was injecting himself with the heroin, and 
then shot himself immediately after the injection.” As seen in the trailer for an 
important movie on Cobain’s murder, Dr. Wecht said, “I can not think of a case in 
which someone injects himself with a large amount of heroin and then proceeds to kill 
himself. It just doesn’t make sense.”*” 

Denise Marshall, a deputy coroner in Colorado who has investigated hundreds of 
deaths said, “When I saw the blood morphine results of the toxicology tests [I asked 
myself] how could he have pulled the trigger? ... It would have been virtually 
impossible.” 


Did Courtney Love Help Set Up Cobain’s Murder? 


an Halperin, Max Wallace and Tom Grant found particularly strong evidence that 
I Courtney Love helped set up her husband’s murder, partly to get his money, since 
the prenuptial agreement would have nullified any alimony she could have gotten with 
a divorce.** Attorney Rosemary Carroll, whom the couple had also named godmother 
to their daughter, first raised the possibility of Love setting up Cobain’s murder. 
Cobain had felt so close to Carroll, he told friends he regarded her as a surrogate 
mother. Carroll said Cobain wasn’t suicidal, and that Cobain was divorcing Love. 
Carroll discussed her suspicions with Grant, who taped most of his phone 
conversations about the case. They are summarized in Love and Death, can be heard on 
Grant’s website, and were played for reporters in April 2004.*° 
Grant said Love originally told him that Cobain had prematurely left a residential 
drug treatment facility and that she was looking for him. Within twenty-four hours she 
apparently changed her story, saying first she thought Cobain was suicidal, and then 
that Cobain was divorcing her and leaving her for another woman.*° 
Besides Love asking Carroll to find her the “most vicious divorce lawyer,” she 
wanted to know if her prenuptual agreement could be voided. Meanwhile, Cobain had 
called Carroll and asked her to take Courtney out of his recently drafted will, which 
was still unsigned. Award-winning filmmaker Nick Broomfield interviewed a young 
female nanny the couple employed, who also said Love was obsessed with Cobain’s will, 
in Broomfield’s film Kurt and Courtney.*’ 
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Grant said Love filed this false missing person's report, which was taken by Det. 
Antonio Terry. When Terry defied his supervisors and investigated Cobain’s death 
as murder, he became the first Seattle cop gunned down in seven years. 


On April 6th, two days prior to the discovery of Cobain’s body, Love visited Carroll 
and accidentally left behind her backpack. After Cobain’s corpse was found, Carroll 
looked through Love’s backpack and found two pieces of paper. One was a “to do” note 
that read, “Get Arrested.” (On April 7, Love was arrested after a reported overdose. It 
gave her an alibi for where she was when her husband was found dead.) The second 
piece of paper looked like handwriting practice, as if to forge a letter. Carroll took the 
backpack to private detective Grant, who secretly copied the suicide note that Love 
refused to show anyone after the police investigation. After Grant showed Carroll the 
note, Carroll said she didn’t believe Cobain killed himself, and added that Love 
“planned the whole thing.”*”® 

Carroll gave Grant other contents of Love’s backpack, including an itemized hotel 
bill, phone records and messages from where she stayed the week that Cobain died. It 
seemed that Love lied to Grant about her many contacts with Cobain the day he left 
rehab.”? 


Many believe Love lied in saying Cobain was suicidal. Besides Carroll’s statement, 
Cobain’s closest friend, Dylan Carlson, told Grant that Cobain was confronting some 
issues, but was optimistic about them, not suicidal. Two psychologists who evaluated 
Kurt Cobain in the rehabilitation center didn’t find him suicidal either. Friends who 
visited Cobain in rehab saw him happily playing with his infant daughter.°° Cobain’s 
grandfather, Leland, said Kurt wasn’t suicidal, and had asked Leland to help him 
choose a new pick-up truck to buy. Even Courtney admitted once, “I don’t think he was 
really suicidal when he came home [from drug rehab].”°* 

Though Courtney Love said Kurt Cobain’s brief coma due to accidentally overdosing 
on her sleep medication in Rome was a suicide attempt, details suggest it was another 
attempt by Love to kill him. When the hospital pumped Cobain’s stomach they found 
evidence of Rohypnol, the infamous “Roofie” drug used to dope and rape women, as 
the drug leads them not to remember anything that happened. In Rome these are most 
commonly known as sedatives or sleeping pills.°* Love’s very questionable behavior 
around Cobain’s death a month later, and the impending divorce, suggests Love may 
have slipped a massive amount of Rohypnol in Cobain’s drink that night in Rome. 

Love and several others had pressured Cobain to go into drug rehab. After Cobain 
left rehab early and got back to Seattle, he talked to Michael “Cali” Dewitt, another 
live-in nanny for the couple’s infant daughter. Hotel phone records show Love talked 
to Dewitt continuously that week, even though she had her daughter with her in an 
L.A. hotel.°? 

Dewitt was a former boyfriend of Love’s and a known heroin user. Grant and Carroll 
stated suspicions about Dewitt’s role in Cobain’s murder. Grant found a note Dewitt 
wrote to Cobain at Cobain’s home, in the time between the singer’s presumed death 
(April 5) and finding his body in a room above the home’s garage (April 8). Grant found 
the note the night of April 7, and believed it sounded like an attempt to cover up 
Dewitt’s knowledge of Cobain’s death. He’d later learn police had taxi records showing 
Dewitt left from the Cobain home for a plane flight to L.A. several hours earlier, before 
Grant arrived.** 

Phone records and Love’s payments to Dewitt and his family point to Dewitt as a 
suspect in Cobain’s death. Phone records place Dewitt in Cobain’s home until April 5, 
when he left to stay at a friend’s place. Dewitt returned briefly on April 7. Love got 
Dewitt a high-paying job at Geffen Records. Love also paid several hundred thousand 
dollars to Dewitt’s father to renovate her house, and she paid for many of Dewitt’s drug 
detoxes, along with detox for his girlfriend.°° 

Additionally, a Los Angeles-based musician and acquaintance of Love’s, Eldon Hoke, 
made the claim on television and film that Courtney Love had come to his workplace at 
a record store and offered him $50,000 to kill Cobain. He said she provided him with a 
plan to make the killing look like a suicide. Hoke’s statement was backed by his boss, 
who overheard part of the conversation, and Hoke passed a lie detector test about this 
statement with a nationally renowned polygrapher. Many knew Hoke as having a 
drinking problem, and as someone who would do anything for money. Hoke, however, 
never followed through on Courtney’s offer.°° 


U.S. Intelligence Connection to Cobain’s Murder 


here is considerable evidence to suggest that Kurt Cobain’s wife, Courtney Love, 


planned her husband’s murder. However, investigations fell short in failing to 

T explore why police superiors and mainstream media helped cover up the murder. 

They also failed to explore evidence of possible U.S. intelligence aid. The only 

explanation given by Tom Grant for police failures are “professional pride, city politics 

and potential lawsuits.” He claims there were copycat suicides within days of Cobain’s 
death that led police to not reinvestigate whether Cobain was murdered.°’ 

Evidence suggests that, unknown to Cobain, U.S. intelligence used him to promote 
heroin use, similar to the way U.S. intelligence and media assets helped promote acid 
in the 1960s. Suppressed evidence indicates that U.S. intelligence helped orchestrate 
Cobain’s murder due to his anti-materialistic, radical leftist politics, along with his 
implicit threat to promote sobriety when he stopped using drugs. 

Police foul play started as early as what appeared to be Love’s first attempt to kill 
Cobain. While it’s not certain if Love gave Cobain the overly pure batch of heroin he 
nearly overdosed on in Seattle in May 1993, she was with him and immediately injected 
him and force-fed him more drugs that could have caused his death. Private Detective 
Tom Grant asked why Love wasn’t “arrested for possessing, injecting and 
administering illegal drugs.” While Grant suggested that it was due to her friendship 
with certain Seattle Police Department officers, the police department blacked out an 
entire paragraph of the police report that described Love’s actions.”® 

By most accounts, Kurt Cobain finally found abstinence from heroin by the summer 
of 1993. Ironically, Cobain’s near-death experience on March 4 of 1994 actually offered 
evidence of this. The doctor in Rome found no narcotics in Cobain’s system besides the 
prescription tranquilizer Rohypnol. Cobain’s tourmates through Europe said he was 
not using any drugs, and wouldn’t even participate in “the very mild debauchery that 
went on.”°? Courtney Love said that Kurt Cobain barely drank in his last months 
alive.°° 

Police also failed to charge Love with any crime in what appeared to be a false 
report. That was the incident where Love claimed Cobain had locked himself in a room 
and said he was going to kill himself. Police confiscation of Cobain’s prescribed 
stomach medication could have caused him a setback. Two weeks later she allegedly 
filed another false police report mentioning that Cobain was suicidal, pretending she 
was Cobain’s mother. Police again failed to charge her, nor investigate why she did 
this, despite Tom Grant sharing his information with them.” 

Seattle police have a substantial record of working closely with U.S. intelligence, 
including acting as provocateurs to infiltrate radical left political groups and 
promoting illegal drug use among them. Such a history helps make more sense of 
foul play around Kurt Cobain’s death. A source in the Seattle Police Department told 
researchers he and others in the department had serious doubts about the 
investigation, especially when the medical examiner declared Cobain’s death a suicide 
immediately upon viewing the corpse. The officer said, “The clincher for many of us 
was the note. Anybody who saw it thought it was strange.”°? Several years later, the 
Unsolved Mysteries television show hired two national handwriting experts to examine 
the note. They both confirmed the top part of the note was in Cobain’s handwriting, 
but the bottom was not.®4 

This same police officer also reported that photos taken at the scene of Cobain’s 
death were not developed. Wallace and Halperin obtained an internal memo of this 
officer’s supervisor stating to his superior that he planned never to develop the film. 

When authors Wallace and Halperin filed a Freedom of Information Act request for 


police department internal documents regarding the Cobain investigation, the Seattle 
Police refused to confirm or deny whether the photos remained in their files.°° Photo 
results could have been critical to the case. One of America’s most respected forensic 
pathologists noted, “If somebody actually held Kurt [Cobain]’s hand around the gun 
and pulled the trigger, some of the blood would probably have splattered on their 
hand, leaving a void on Kurt’s.”°” 

Police delayed even a fingerprint analysis on the gun, only to declare nearly a 
month later there were no legible prints.®* Similarly, they did not check prints on shell 
casings or the note until three years later, when a television show about Cobain’s death 
was about to air.®? And, no follow-up was ever reported on who tried to use Cobain’s 
credit card after his death. 

As previously detailed, toxicology reports showed Cobain would most likely have 
died within seconds from the “hot shot” opiate overdose. Wallace and Halperin cited 
top medical journals and quoted national forensic pathologists in support of Cobain’s 
having three times the level of opiates in his blood stream than what would 
immediately kill even a severe addict. A CIA Assassination Manual discussed the use of 
heroin for assassination by causing an overdose.”° 

Detective Grant believed addict Mike Dewitt, one of the nannies for Frances Cobain 
who was dependent on and close to Love, was involved in Cobain’s murder. Colorado 
deputy coroner Denise Marshall believes that someone drugged Cobain, first with 
Valium (present in the autopsy report), possibly using the soda can found near him but 
never tested by police. Either Cobain then relapsed, or the killer injected the lethal 
dose of heroin in Cobain, before shooting him to create the appearance of a suicide.” 

The purity of the heroin was one of the first pieces of evidence that U.S. intelligence 
might have played a part in the actual murder. Whoever gave him the drug would have 
had to have access to rare, pure heroin, which the government and some police 
departments have, but which is virtually impossible to find on the street. The extreme 
degree of police cover-up behavior further supported U.S. intelligence involvement.” 

Police avoidance of following up on a top witness’s account put more of a spotlight 
on possible police intelligence involvement in Cobain’s murder. Eldon Hoke had 
appeared on the TV show Hard Copy, saying Courtney Love asked him to kill Kurt 
Cobain. Hard Copy paid for America’s leading polygraph examiner, Dr. Edward Gelb, to 
administer a polygraph to Hoke about this statement. Hoke’s score fell “beyond 
possibility of deception,” twice. Just after that appearance, Hoke and his friends called 
both Los Angeles and Seattle police departments in an attempt to get the case 
reopened.’ This led Seattle police to briefly reopen the Cobain case, saying they would 
investigate Hoke’s report, but no documents show any follow-up.” 


Policeman Investigates, Becomes Next Victim 


ne police officer, Detective Antonio Terry, refused to abide by his boss’s orders to 
O not conduct a homicide investigation. A month after Cobain’s death, Newsweek 
and the Seattle Times reported that Det. Terry spent nearly two hundred hours 
investigating the source of heroin found in Cobain’s corpse.’? A month later, Terry was 
driving home from work in civilian clothes in an unmarked car when a stranded 
motorist flagged him down at his known regular exit off the highway. When Terry 
pulled over and got out of his car to help, two gunmen shot him.’”° 


When the case went to trial eighteen months later, it suggested high-level cover-ups 
of the incident. Although mortally wounded, Terry shot one of his assailants. He then 
got back into his car, drove to his South Precinct, and made a statement in which he 
reported one of the shooters saying, “He’s a cop.” Terry bled to death after making the 
statement. He was the first police officer killed in the state of Washington in seven 
years. Someone in the police department then forged Terry’s personnel records that 
day. These details support the gunmen’s knowing who he was despite the absence of 
police trappings, that they tracked his home route, and then squashed any 
investigation of his murder. And that Det. Terry was murdered for bucking a much 
higher authority’s orders.’’ 

The officer who supervised Cobain’s death scene also supervised Terry’s homicide 
case.’® In 1994, it appears, Courtney Love “quietly paid a significant amount of money 
to Terry’s widow,” seemingly to help keep Terry’s widow from making press 
statements about her husband’s death.” 


Ongoing Media Coverage Uncovers Facts 


rior to Cobain’s death, Love had evidently made a number of false reports to the 

Seattle police about Cobain’s mental health, which she later retracted. And during 

the investigations afterward, overwhelming evidence emerged of Love’s motives for 
killing her husband, yet she was never investigated. 

Cobain was internationally known, a lifestyle image-maker whose music, dress, and 
even heroin usage influenced millions. So it is almost unbelievable that after his death 
so few major media organizations ever reported Grant’s or Halperin and Wallace’s 
findings. Only after a decade did some broadcast media briefly permit these 
researchers to present what they found, but none allowed any in-depth investigations. 
The years-long media cover-up of the evidence indicates CIA involvement, because of 
the Agency’s ability to censor such politically sensitive issues. 

As stated previously, U.S. intelligence aided in manufacturing and trafficking 
massive amounts of heroin from the Pakistan-Afghanistan border.®® Cobain’s heroin 
use, amongst others’, helped popularize the drug for many Americans. Movies that 
featured white people using heroin began to appear in the 1990s, including 
Trainspotting, Permanent Midnight, The Basketball Diaries, and the Academy Award- 
winning Pulp Fiction. The fashion industry popularized “heroin chic.”*' Overall, the rate 
of long-term heroin users increased almost ten percent annually from 1990 to 1995.** A 
heroin-using Kurt Cobain helped popularize this trend. A sober Cobain might have 
turned the trend around, while also turning many on to radical-left politics. 

Within five years of Cobain’s death, activists embodied the anarchism that Kurt 
Cobain said he wanted to support with the original idea of essays inside of Nirvana’s 
album Nevermind, and the pictures of burnt-out Los Angeles Republican Headquarters 
after the riots inside their album cover of In Utero. Radical activists gathered from 
around the country in Seattle to protest the World Trade Organization (WTO) summit. 
The activists claimed the WTO and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) were 
representing the wealthiest corporations in exploiting people globally. Left-wing 
groups for which Nirvana held benefits, such as Fairness and Accuracy In Reporting 
(FAIR), gave much advance promotion to the anti-WTO protests, which ended up 
including marches, rallies, and ensuing riots. These Seattle protests sparked similar 


anti-WTO and anti-IMF protests for at least a couple of years, though they were more 
common abroad than in the U.S. 

Kurt Cobain’s cofounder of Nirvana, Krist Novoselic, for the occasion formed a band 
he called No WTO, with Kim Thayil of Soundgarden, and Jello Biafra, the former 
frontman of the Dead Kennedys. They only released one album, Live from the Battle in 
Seattle, on Biafra’s independent Alternative Tentacles label.?4* However, without Kurt 
Cobain, this musical support for the anti-WTO protest went virtually unnoticed. 
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Chapter Twenty-Two 


Courtney Love: Drugs and Death 


long with the death of Detective Antonio Terry, the officer investigating Kurt 

Cobain’s death, several other deaths were linked to Cobain’s. Courtney Love’s life 
and possible links to these deaths give further credence to the idea that she knowingly 
or inadvertently collaborated with U-S. intelligence. Did U.S. intelligence manipulate 
the popular Seattle music scene to promote heroin to activist youth, while trying to 
silence influential leftist musicians such as Cobain? 


Witness Dies. Is Wrench a Spy Tool? 


Idon Hoke’s claim about Courtney Love trying to inveigle him into murder-for- 
E hire continued to gain importance after his TV interview. In April of 1997, 
Sundance award-winning documentarian Nick Broomfield interviewed Hoke for his 
film Kurt and Courtney. Hoke repeated his claim about Love’s offer. In that interview, 
Hoke started to pronounce the name of someone he believed did accept Love’s offer, 
saying “Allen ...” before stopping short and laughing nervously. A different 
interviewer, Brent Alden, said that on April 18 he talked with Hoke, and he was very 
frightened because he knew who killed Cobain: a local Los Angeles musician, Allen 
Wrench.’ 

Eldon Hoke died within a week of making this statement; Allen Wrench was the last 
person seen with Hoke before he died. But private detective Tom Grant said he believes 
the whole Wrench story is a “hoax.” While Grant is one of the best investigators of the 
Cobain case, he doesn’t state why he’s so sure Wrench being a suspect is a hoax. 
Writers Halperin and Wallace took Wrench somewhat seriously. They interviewed 
Wrench for their book Love and Death, and their film The Cobain Case. In those 
interviews, Wrench admitted to killing Cobain.’ 

Information about Wrench both from film and book suggests that he was an 
undercover U.S. intelligence agent. On film, Wrench, an articulate, clean-cut man, 
admits to carrying out Cobain’s murder. Even if facetious, such an admission would 
normally be investigated by police, but never was.° 

Other evidence raises the question of whether U.S. intelligence inserted Allen 
Wrench into the Los Angeles punk music scene. A number of leftist political punk 
bands had sprung up in the Los Angeles area, including Black Flag, the Minutemen, and 
Rage Against the Machine, providing the impetus for U.S. intelligence to open 
operations there in an attempt to counter leftist political musicians. Allen Wrench 
clearly had designs to try and depoliticize punk rock. Although Wrench didn’t have 
any visible source of income, he came into wealth soon after Cobain’s death. With a 
house full of expensive recording equipment, he started his own barely profitable 
label, Devil Vision Records. He also bought a brand new Lexus soon after Cobain’s 
death. Wrench had a few minor arrests in his background, and was a master of 
Brazilian jiu jitsu.’ 

Wrench also had a surprisingly elaborate website for his local band, Kill Allen 
Wrench. The band, it declared, is all about “all four rock essentials: Satanic Worship, 


Alcoholism, Spousal Abuse, and Self Destructive Drug Use!” The website included 
transcribed interviews from female groupies. It also had an exhaustive gallery of 
frequently updated pornography. Concert photos of Wrench had him decked out in 
devil’s horns, pentagrams, red glop, and half-naked young groupies. Furthermore, 
despite suspicions of Wrench murdering Mentors lead singer Eldon Hoke, the two 
groups toured together with their similar apolitical, female defouling, pseudo-punk, 
supposedly humorous bands in 2012. Wrench’s Facebook pictures include many with 
Mentors founding bassist Steve Broy playing in Wrench’s band.° 

As previously detailed, Los Angeles had a history of vast U.S. intelligence operations 
overlapping the entertainment industry, particularly in Laurel Canyon, where the U.S. 
Air Force’s Lookout Mountain Laboratory film studio started in the 1940s, and military 
folks-turned musicians flocked in the 1960s. Allen Wrench reported regularly playing 
with Eldon “El Duce” Hoke’s band, the Mentors, on the Riverside, California ranch 
property of Mentors bassist Steve Broy. By 2003, Broy played both in Wrench’s band 
and the Mentors. Riverside lies near Los Angeles, within 70 miles of Laurel Canyon. The 
Mentors’ first album was Live at the Whiskey, referring to the Whiskey A-Go-Go, which 
launched the Laurel Canyon bands in the 1960s. Also, Broy’s Riverside property lies in 
the general vicinity of various Teledyne Technologies military contracting facilities. 
Riverside lies adjacent to both the Naval Surface Warfare Center and the March Air 
Reserve Base.° 

Bassist Steve Broy’s biography stated that he started the Mentors with Hoke in 
Seattle in 1976. They later moved to Los Angeles, though Broy had taken time off from 
the band to get a degree in engineering. Steve Broy has worked as a “Director of 
Engineering at Teledyne Analytical Instruments,” with a Bachelors degree from the 
“University of Washington in Electrical Engineering.” Prior to Teledyne, Broy worked 
on military equipment for “TRW in Redondo Beach,” in the Los Angeles area, where 
TRW has a Heliport (helicopter airport). Mentors bassist Broy confirmed in a 2010 
interview that he still worked as an engineer in his day job. MK-Ultra “superspy” 
Captain Alfred Hubbard also worked for Teledyne while distributing LSD worldwide.’ 

In his aforementioned book Weird Scenes Inside the Canyon, Dave McGowan detailed 
another key aspect of the Laurel Canyon rock scene. In a chapter titled, “Dig! The 
Laurel Canyon Death List,” McGowan reported that at least twenty-seven longtime, or 
one-time residents of Laurel Canyon, mostly musicians, ended up dead for mysterious 
reasons. McGowan noted that Laurel Canyon musician “Mama” Cass Elliott reportedly 
died of “heart failure” at the age of thirty-two. Others died of overdoses, murders, 
traffic accidents, “natural causes,” and purported suicides.® 

Alex Constantine, author of The Covert War Against Rock, believed U.S. intelligence 
killed Elliott for knowing too much and getting too politically progressive, unlike her 
previous Mamas and Papas bandmate, former military officer “Papa” John Phillips. 
Cass apparently had dinner with Bobby Kennedy, Roman Polanski and his actress 
partner, Sharon Tate, at film director John Frankenheimer’s home in 1968. Strangely 
enough, the followers of musician and sociopath Charles Manson murdered Tate along 
with coffee heiress Abigail Folger, who had met Manson years earlier in Cass’s home 
and later gave money to Manson and the Process Church cult, of which he was a 
member. 

Mama Cass was the only member of The Mamas and The Papas to launch a 
successful solo career following the group’s break up. Cass had been dating Pic Dawson 
at the time of her death. Scotland Yard had been investigating him for international 


drug smuggling. Dawson’s father worked for the U.S. State department under Henry 
Kissinger. A Mama Cass biographer filed a FOIA request for FBI documents on her and 
published twelve pages from her FBI file that were almost entirely redacted, obscured 


by black ink. 





The only Mamas and Papas member to become successful soio, 
“Mama’ Cass Elliot sold millions of albums while she was getting active 
in liberal politics. Her early death seerned to involve foul play. 


Constantine noted that one report on Mama Cass was marked “urgent” and 
“confidential,” stating that she attended a fundraiser in Hollywood that included Jack 
Nicholson, Ryan O’Neal, Marlo Thomas, Tuesday Weld, Burt Lancaster and Jane Fonda. 
The Entertainment Industry for Peace and Justice Committee (EIPJ) organized the 
event. Cass told television host Mike Douglas about her political ambitions as she 
organized against the Vietnam War from within the Democratic Party. Leftist writer 
Paul Krassner said that “Cass was a friend,” and believed “she may have been killed.” 
Pathologists in London, where Cass died, refused to specify the cause of death at a 
public hearing.’ 

David McGowan reviewed some particularly important characters of Laurel Canyon 
who carried out many murders. Charles Manson befriended Dennis Wilson of the 
Beach Boys. Manson murderer Charles “Tex” Watson also hung out with Manson at 
many Laurel Canyon musicians’ parties. Watson further handled large drug 
transactions for Manson. Another Manson murderer, musician Bobby Beausoleil, had 
the job of driving girls to topless dance clubs and to shoots for porno films. Many of 
these girls also became part of Manson’s acid-drenched “family,” similar to Vito 
Paulekas’s acid-fueled dance troupe of proto-hippies who frequented the rock clubs 
and provided Laurel Canyon parties with orgies. Several of these Manson girls were 
accomplished musicians and, apparently, murderers.’° 


Courtney Love & MK-Ultra 


ourtney Love has lived a bizarre life filled with suspicious overlaps with the goals 

C of the CIA’s Operation MK-Ultra. Despite some singing talent, much of Love’s life 
makes her appear a fantasy-driven drug addict seeking glory by marrying a rock star 
or becoming one. However, closer scrutiny suggests she may have been groomed or 


conditioned from an early age to carry out some U.S. intelligence tasks. 

Courtney Love’s father Hank Harrison described his daughter’s apparent 
dissociative identity disorder (previously known as multiple personality disorder) in a 
book, Love Kills: The Assassination of Kurt Cobain. Love had invited Harrison to attend a 
Hole show in 1993, where Harrison talked with Hole bass player Kristen Pfaff. The bass 
player told Harrison she feared that Love was going in and out of various personalities 
as if she appeared “dissociative,” and was going through “fugue state amnesia.” 
Harrison said that over the years he also saw Courtney progress through various 
dissociative states. How she may have gotten this way deserves much consideration. 

Linda Carroll (no relation to Rosemary Carroll) was an adopted daughter of a family 
who had major stock holdings in the Bausch and Lomb eye-care business and in gold 
mining. Carroll gave birth to Courtney Michelle Harrison on July 9, 1964, in San 
Francisco, California. Hank Harrison was attending graduate school and working as a 
counselor, while also managing the Warlocks for six months after they formed in the 
San Francisco Bay community of Palo Alto in May of 1965. The band soon changed its 
name to the Grateful Dead. Harrison lived with members of the Grateful Dead, and its 
bassist, Phil Lesh, became Courtney’s godfather. Interestingly, Carroll named her 
friend, Del Nan Winblad-DeMarco, Courtney’s godmother. Winblad-DeMarco’s right- 
wing husband had a huge ranch in Delano and was one of migrant farm workers 
organizer Cesar Chavez’s biggest foes. Courtney was born about sixteen months before 
the first Acid Tests at which the Grateful Dead performed." 

Courtney’s parents’ history appears to link with MK-Ultra’s. In the early 1970s, the 
Grateful Dead turned against Hank Harrison, as he published a book asserting that the 
band sold heroin. Linda Carroll was also intimately connected to drug users in Ken 
Kesey’s acid test scene, where high-level CIA MK-Ultra scientists such as John Gittinger 
attended several Acid Test parties.!* 





—_—— 


Grateful Dead manager Hank Harri- 
son with his teenage daughter, the 
future Mrs. Kurt Cobain, Courtney 
Love, after her incarceration in Or- 
egon. Harrison said she became a 
prostitute by sixteen and was trav- 
eling with a CIA agent at seventeen. 


Courtney’s statement that several witnesses claim she was given LSD at the age of 
three remains hard to verify. Love said the acid came from her father, but Harrison 
presented a polygraph test that he passed stating he never gave Courtney acid. Carroll 
did send her daughter to psychotherapy at the age of three, a strange and uncontested 
biographical note. Carroll was raising Courtney in San Francisco at that time, near 
Santa Clara Valley Medical Center, where CIA MK-Ultra scientists conducted narco- 
hypnosis and behavior modification in association with the Stanford Research 


Institute. Ken Kesey had also taken part in CIA MK-Ultra experiments at a Stanford- 
based research program.” 

Hank Harrison said that Linda Carroll’s parents pushed their adopted daughter to 
separate from him by 1967, when Courtney was three. Linda Carroll said in a memoir 
that her alcoholic adopted father, Jack Risi, regularly sexually molested her when she 
was very young. It’s unknown what was happening to Courtney, either in childcare, 
where Carroll said Courtney may have gone through “child abuse,” or her “therapy” at 
that age. But Harrison noted being puzzled as to why Courtney threw tantrums each 
time he had to take her back to Carroll’s home at the end of his weekend custody. 

Carroll divorced Harrison by 1968 and took him to court for full custody in 1970. 
Harrison said her parents used their wealth to extend the hearings for a year and to 
secretly bribe his lawyer, leading him to lose all rights. He said he went into a deep 
depression in the following years, as Carroll kept him from seeing Courtney.* 

In federal hearings on CIA projects in 1995, two women, Chris De Nicola and Claudia 
Mullen, testified that they were victims of MK-Ultra experiments in subproject 
“Monarch,” starting at three years old, during the same 1967 time period Courtney 
Love attended psychotherapy. De Nicola’s and Mullen’s therapist, Valerie Wolfe, also 
testified, stating that forty other therapists contacted her, with remarkably similar 
stories from their patients, when they learned she was giving testimony. De Nicola and 
Mullen testified that LSD, trauma, and hypnosis were used on them from infancy until 
the age of sixteen, to help turn them into prostitutes and assassins for the CIA. Mullen 
said that MK-Ultra’s John Gittinger and Sidney Gottlieb did the experimental training 
on her. Other female agents wrote memoirs with similar stories.” 

The late Jim Keith transcribed much of Claudia Mullen’s account in his book Mass 
Control. Keith presented similar public testimony of self-reported CIA victims Katherine 
Sullivan and the pseudonymous Brice Taylor. Keith further detailed a 1992 speech 
given by psychologist Dr. Corydon Hammond to an audience of psychology 
professionals at a regional conference on abuse and multiple personality. Hammond 
interviewed therapists nationwide to find that in about two-thirds of ritual abuse 
cases, perpetrators used “‘a highly developed and uniform technology of mind control.” 

Hammond said many of these cases had connections to the CIA and military, and 
employed a type of technology originally created by the CIA. He said one group that 
practiced this was the Process Church associated with the Manson family. In 1967, 
Charles Manson lived several blocks from the Process Church headquarters in the CIA- 
and Prankster-filled Haight Ashbury neighborhood of San Francisco. Process leaders 
visited Manson in jail.’® 

All this deserves consideration when reviewing further aspects of Courtney Love’s 
life, raising the question of whether Courtney’s “psychotherapy” at three was part of a 
CIA-type victimization. Harrison believes that Carroll sent Courtney to therapy in 
order to “brainwash” her. He doesn’t know if the therapy had anything to do with MK- 
Ultra, but he said that Linda Carroll kept Courtney away from him for years. Carroll 
had dated Frank Rodriguez in the late 1960s, married him in 1969, and moved to 
Eugene, Oregon with him near the Acid Test crowd. 

This crowd had followed Ken Kesey when he moved to his hometown near his 
brother Chuck Kesey. The transplanted Acid Test crowd who called themselves “Merry 
Pranksters” included Kesey, Ken Babbs and “Spider Lady” Nancy Van Brasch Hamren. 
Nancy Hamren had a boyfriend whose sister was married to Grateful Dead frontman 
Jerry Garcia. Chuck Kesey had a business, the Springfield Creamery, which hired 


Hamren as an assistant, and then named their new yogurt, Nancy’s Yogurt, after her. 
Hank Harrison said that Linda Carroll became close with Hamren, while the Grateful 
Dead played benefit shows for the Springfield Creamery that popularized it. 

About a year after Carroll’s marriage to Frank Rodriguez, Rodriguez filed for 
divorce, claiming Carroll was sleeping with Courtney’s psychiatrist. In a memoir, Linda 
Carroll said she then moved to New Zealand in 1973 and left Courtney in Oregon. 
Within a year, Courtney was brought to New Zealand, but then sent back to Oregon 
again. Carroll claimed a former “family therapist” took the bizarre action of flying to 
New Zealand to pick Courtney up and take her back to the U.S. This is an extreme 
breach of boundaries, and of time and expense for a therapist. 

Most importantly, Courtney found Harrison when she was fourteen years old in 
1979, and in Hillcrest Youth Correctional Facility in Salem, Oregon. Harrison got her 
out of Hillcrest and housed her for a while. Courtney evidently told Harrison that she 
was sexually molested by Frank Rodriguez and the psychiatrist. She also said that the 
doctor hypnotized her and gave her the psychohypnotic drugs Tuinal and Seconal, 
starting at least as early as age seven. Harrison said he met Rodriguez, and didn’t 
believe he would molest Courtney, but he never understood her tantrums over 
returning to her mother’s at three and four years old. Harrison said he didn’t know the 
psychiatrist, and believed Courtney was telling the truth about him, particularly 
knowing such exotic drugs at such a young age.?” 

MK-Ultra researchers Lee and Shlain cited CIA documents detailing their 
psychiatrists’ use of Seconal, in similar fashion to Scopolamine, as a narcohypnotic to 
gain trance states. Also, as noted earlier, one of the CIA MkK-Ultra “leading 
psychologists” John Gittinger accompanied two other MK-Ultra scientists to several 
Acid Tests, before the acid test crowd moved with Ken Kesey to the Eugene, Oregon 
area, and Linda Carroll ended up following them. MK-Ultra victim Claudia Mullen’s 
federal hearing testimony regarding Gittinger is supported by many victims who 
testified before the Australia Royal Commission. Gittinger took his split personality 
experiments to Australia by the mid-1970s. John Marks, a former U.S. State 
Department Director of the Bureau of Intelligence and Research, obtained 16,000 FOIA- 
released CIA documents, some of which showed Gittinger’s work with drugs and 
hypnosis. Gittinger was also publicly accused of hypnosis and drug experimentation by 
Vermont dissociative identity (multiple personality) disorder victim Karen Wetmore.'® 

Another claim about Courtney appeared in a biography, Courtney Love: The Real Story, 
by Poppy Z. Brite. At sixteen years of age Courtney apparently worked for organized 
crime in Japan as a stripper in what Courtney called “the white slave trade,” implying 
it included prostitution. Hank Harrison said Courtney had found out how to become 
legally emancipated that year. Harrison said Courtney was beyond his control, and that 
he saw her start prostituting with a San Francisco madam he knew, who became a 
longtime advisor to Courtney. Harrison claims she introduced Courtney to high-paying 
clients such as Hewlett Packard scion David Packard (also a former U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of Defense). Harrison said Courtney went overseas with the Japanese Mafia 
both before and after meeting the madam. Courtney biographer Melissa Rossi also said 
Courtney reported prostituting in Taiwan as a teen.’? 

After her first six months in Japan, Courtney came back and gained access to a trust 
fund left by her maternal family. In 1980, while Courtney was in Japan, Harrison got a 
book deal to research a project in Dublin, Ireland. While still sixteen, Courtney 
evidently bought a thousand hits of LSD and stopped at her father’s temporary home in 


Dublin for several months. While there, she took acid with Steve O’Leary, who was 
working for the CIA. She and O’Leary then traveled to Liverpool, England, as well as 
Ockendon Vietnamese Refugee Camp in London’s suburbs. (A strange echo of Lennon 
assassin Mark Chapman spending time at the Arkansas Fort Chaffee Vietnamese 
Refugee camp. Harrison said Ockendon was known as a CIA-owned group.)”° 

The Liverpool music scene was experiencing the biggest explosion in bands since 
the Beatles put that city on the map twenty years earlier. Perhaps this is why Courtney 
brought the thousand hits of acid to Liverpool, where she certainly expected to 
distribute them, according to Wallace and Halperin in their book Love and Death: The 
Murder of Kurt Cobain. If so, she followed in the same path as CIA MK-Ultra and British 
intelligence agents ready to introduce LSD and manipulate the minds of young, 
impressionable music industry leftists while also popularizing the drug.”! 

It is reported that Love quickly became a groupie for many of the United Kingdom’s 
top bands (Pogues, Adam Ant, Flock of Seagulls, Echoe and the Bunnymen), comically 
claiming to have lost her virginity to several different music stars. One of these music 
stars, Julian Cope of The Teardrop Explodes, described Courtney as destructive. For 
example, Hank Harrison said his daughter aborted a pregnancy after sex with the 
drummmer for the Pogues, breaking up his marriage. Reports of her destructiveness 
all over the city surely contributed to what researchers describe as her being “no 
longer welcome in Liverpool” by 1982.72 

Years later, during Courtney’s marriage to Kurt Cobain, Cope went so far as to take 
out a large advertisement in the music press. His ad made an allusion to Love: “Free us 
from Nancy Spungen-fixated heroin A-holes who cling to our greatest rock groups and 
suck out their brains.” Cope was referring to the wife of Sex Pistols guitarist, Sid 
Vicious,“?> who had a heroin problem when she met Vicious in New York and 
reportedly turned him on to the drug, before they both died young. Love physically 
resembled Spungeon and had unsuccessfully auditioned to play Spungeon in the film 
Sid and Nancy.”* 

Reports continued of Courtney Love next traveling to Portland, Oregon where she 
also pushed drugs and caused chaos in that music scene. Many said Courtney was 
always “popping huge amounts of pills” including barbiturates, speed, and opiates: 
“[When] she had extra, she’d distribute them around as if they were candy.” There is 
no mention of how she could be able to get so much to distribute freely. As in 
Liverpool, she latched onto potential music stars. Rozz Rezabek, of the new-wave band 
Theater of Sheep, said she tried to mold him.” 

Eventually tiring of the Portland scene, Courtney moved to Los Angeles, where she 
worked as a stripper. While there she tried to become a rock star, joining a band with 
Kat Bjelland and Jennifer Finch. Bjelland soon formed Babes in Toyland and moved to 
Minneapolis. They quickly kicked Courtney out of the band for being a sub-standard 
instrumentalist.”° 

When Courtney Love was nineteen, she went back to Portland to live with her 
father, but he soon kicked her out for having heroin parties and leaving syringes all 
over the basement. She then moved to Alaska where she stripped in a club and 
reportedly prostituted at the local Army base. Years later she is said to have told her 
first husband, James Mooreland, that she “slept with generals at the Army base who 
told her secret information that proved that the wars they got us into were for our 
own good.”27 

By 1985 Courtney returned to Los Angeles and began a sexual affair with director 


Alex Cox. She gained a small role in his movie Sid and Nancy, about the Sex Pistols, and 
a starring role in another film. During this time she became friendly with more United 
Kingdom rock stars, including Elvis Costello and Joe Strummer. Courtney reportedly 
lived briefly in Strummer’s house with him and his wife. Strummer’s band, The Clash, 
is considered by many as one of the top radical leftist punk bands in music history.”° 

Courtney Love went on to spend some time in the New York music and film scene 
before moving back to Los Angeles in the late 1980s and starting a punk band, Hole, 
with Eric Erlandson. There she latched onto L.A’.s local punk music star James 
Mooreland and convinced him to marry her. Mooreland said he thought he was 
marrying a radical punk feminist, but instead ended up with a “right-wing Phyllis 
Diller.” He said he soon realized Courtney was a “junky stripper and prostitute,” who 
had used hired thugs to beat people, as various underworld characters were beholden 
to her. Similar to Kristen Pfaff's and Hank Harrison’s descriptions, Mooreland said 
Courtney seemed “as if she had another personality” capable of extreme violence. He 
was constantly threatened by Love, and when he refused one of her demands, a 
stranger actually beat him into submission.”? 

Love and Mooreland broke up after she got pregnant, used drugs during her 
pregnancy, and got an abortion. Around 1986, Courtney Love reportedly went into 
surgery for a nose job. Within the next five years she had added breast implants and 
liposuction. After the divorce from Mooreland, she dated Trent Reznor of Nine Inch 
Nails (one time and then stalked him) and was dating Smashing Pumpkins’ lead singer 
Billy Corgan, whose album Gish was heading to the top of the charts just before 
Nirvana’s Nevermind. Former bandmate Lori Barbero said Love left Corgan for Cobain in 
late summer 1991, immediately after being introduced to him.°° 

Kurt’s friends said Cobain had only tried heroin a few times before he met Courtney, 
but she apparently got Cobain into a daily intravenous habit. For example, Cobain’s 
longtime friend Alice Wheeler said Courtney did this “to control him. She’s very 
sophisticated that way.”*! During Cobain’s last 12 months, Love supplied many addicts 
with money and heroin, surrounding Cobain with them. This included “nanny and gun 
nut,” Mike “Cali” Dewitt, who admitted his “spy role” for Love to author Everett True. 
Cobain fired Dewitt but Love rehired him. Love also forced Cali’s friend, Rene 
Naverette, on Cobain as a bodyguard. Love finally had Eric Erlandson at the house 
often, even during Cobain’s last days, making the scene similar to Rolling Stone Brian 
Jones’s death scene. Well-documented evidence suggesting Courtney’s role in Cobain’s 
death, along with the total lack of police investigation about it, speaks to a high level of 
U.S. intelligence protection.*” 

Following Cobain’s death, Courtney Love promoted LSD and crack cocaine. Barbara 
Walters conducted a high-profile interview of Love in 1995 for a TV audience of 25 
million viewers. Love made bizarre statements lauding LSD, telling Walters her father 
gave her acid as a kid, stating, “He wanted to make a superior race, and by giving 
children acid you could do that.”*° 

In 2012, Love discussed crack cocaine in a biography. Love said while crack cocaine 
“screwed me up in a lot of ways, it improved me in certain others ... I’ve never been 
good at numbers, but when I was on crack, I could do math really, really well. I became 
a fucking wiz at calculus.”*4 

Immunity from criminal prosecution continued. Love physically attacked numerous 
people, both men and women, with few or no legal repercussions, leading many to 
avoid discussing her out of fear. These attacks included some women who had been 


close to Cobain, such as singer Mary Lou Lord and Kathleen Hanna, lead singer of the 
seminal “riot grrl” band Bikini Kill. Riot grrl was a movement of female empowerment 
through punk music and zines (small-press magazines). Love punched Hanna in the 
face at the 1995 Lollapalooza Fest. She pled guilty and was ordered to receive anger 
management counseling. 

Love also attacked journalist Victoria Clarke and media photographer Belissa 
Cohen. In separate incidents, she punched them in the face and dragged them by their 
hair. Cohen sued Love in a civil trial. Out of these multiple physical assaults, reports 
claim Love only received one misdemeanor sentence.” 

By 2012, Courtney Love’s actions were so injurious that her daughter Frances filed a 
protective order against her. The judge granted the order to Frances Cobain and 
several of her relatives, including Frances’s aunt, Kimberly Cobain, who had previously 
gained legal custody of then 17-year-old Frances in 2009.°*° 


Love Leaves a Trail of Death 


hile one musician died of a heroin overdose in 1990, much of the chaos in the 

W Seattle music scene started after Courtney Love arrived in the early fall of 1991. 

Susan Silver, who helped manage Soundgarden, Alice In Chains and the Screaming 

Trees, said, “After Courtney hooked up with Kurt, it was the first time anyone had ever 

publicly trash-talked anybody in the community. It was really awful to have somebody 

with this addict behavior of divide-and-conquer. We had this really lovely, cohesive, 
supportive community, and this tornado came and started blowin’ things apart.”°” 

In late October of 1991, noted Seattle poet, and Cobain’s friend, Steve Bernstein 
reportedly committed suicide by slitting his throat. Bernstein’s friend, film director 
Oliver Stone, believed he was murdered. It must be emphasized that though there is no 
direct evidence implicating Love at the scene of Cobain’s death, the violence was not 
the first in a series of sinister events involving individuals with whom she had some 
connection. By early 1993, the frontman for Mudhoney, Mark Arm, and the bassist for 
Alice In Chains, Mike Starr, both near-fatally overdosed, after reportedly shooting up 
with Courtney in separate incidents.°° 

One singer, Mia Zapata, had come to Seattle and was considered the “queen of the 
scene” for her inspirational singing and guidance of other female musicians. She had 
leftist roots as a relative of the famous Mexican revolutionary Emilliano Zapata. By 
1993 Mia Zapata’s band, the Gits, had toured with Nirvana, and were about to sign a 
major-label record deal. The Gits organized a tour to shadow the U.S. tour of Pope John 
Paul II, to denounce the church’s politics. One month prior to the tour, on July 7, 1993, 
Zapata was found laid out in a street with her arms straight out and legs together, 
forming a cross. She had been raped and murdered. 

Seattle musicians didn’t trust the police investigation, and hired a private detective. 
The band Tad organized a benefit show to raise money for that purpose. Nirvana joined 
in and was scheduled to co-headline with Tad. Backstage before the show, Courtney 
Love started a physical fight with the girlfriend of Tad’s lead singer, knocking over a 
lamp that started a fire, and nearly sabotaged the benefit concert.°? 

Another close friend of Cobain’s, Kristin Pfaff, had briefly joined Courtney Love’s 
band Hole for their hit album Live Through This. Pfaff, who was reportedly happy to 
leave Seattle and Hole, died ten weeks after Cobain. A friend found her dead in her 


bathtub, of an alleged overdose. Pfaff had formerly been in the Minneapolis band 
Janitor Joe, who wrote antiwar songs such as “Big Metal Birds.” 

Wallace and Halperin quoted many who knew Pfaff. Everyone reported how 
peaceful, friendly and talented she was. Her band Janitor Joe had received critical 
acclaim. Courtney Love and her ex-boyfriend, Eric Erlandson, talked Pfaff into joining 
Hole for their major-label debut with Geffen Records. Pfaff’s family tried to talk her out 
of it, concerned about Erlandson’s and Love’s drug use. But with a generous financial 
offer made to her, Kristen Pfaff saw a chance to make a living with music, so she 
decided to join Hole on a temporary basis.*° 

Erlandson soon coupled with Pfaff romantically. Within weeks Pfaff was hooked on 
heroin. Her brother, who relocated to Seattle, said Courtney Love supplied Pfaff with 
heroin and syringes. A good friend said Love emotionally traumatized Pfaff, who would 
make musical suggestions only to have Love scream at her and threaten to fire her.*! 

It didn’t help Love and Pfaff’s relationship that Kurt Cobain was attracted to Pfaff, 
with her beautiful long black hair, striking figure, and similar passions. Cobain said in 
confidence to his close friend Dylan Carlson, “She’s a fucking talented musician. She’s 
also a beautiful soul. I think she’s so beautiful, but if I ever told her that and Courtney 
found out, it would be hell.”4* Pfaff and Cobain spent hours talking about similar 
interests, but when Cobain gave Kristen a copy of the novel Perfume, which had greatly 
inspired him, “Courtney hit the ceiling.” 

When Hole’s Live Through This eventually came out, critics credited Pfaff’s bass 
playing for the band’s unique sound. Even Erlandson told Spin magazine, “The day 
Kristen joined Hole is when we took off.” But Pfaff didn’t care. She had already quit her 
“nightmarish” relationship with Erlandson around Christmas of 1993, and, with Hole’s 
Live Through This completed, she left Seattle and moved back to Minneapolis.** 

In Minneapolis, Pfaff awaited the start of Hole’s summer tour, to which she was still 
contractually committed. Pfaff's mother Janet said that Cobain asked Pfaff to join him 
in a new band he wanted to start without the rest of Nirvana. When Kristen heard 
about Kurt Cobain’s death in April of 1994, “she was devastated. She stopped doing 
drugs the day Kurt died.” Pfaff entered a detox center and started straightening out 
her life. She then rejoined her old band, Janitor Joe, and “was adamant she would 
never go back to Hole.” 

Kristen Pfaff went on tour in Europe with Janitor Joe, but still needed to clear her 
things out of her Seattle apartment. Pfaff got a Minneapolis friend, Paul Erickson, to 
drive a storage truck with her to Seattle. According to Love and Death authors Wallace 
and Halperin, in 1994 in Seattle there were “said to be more heroin addicts per square 
foot in Kristen’s Capitol Hill neighborhood ... than in any other district in the United 
States.” Pfaff’s friend Erickson slept in the truck with Pfaff’s belongings to protect 
them from junkie thieves. A bandmate of Pfaff’s said she called him that night 
sounding “as chipper and happy as she’s ever been.”*° 





i 
Hole’s bass player Kristen Pfaff attracted Cobain’s attention. After 
he died, she rejoined her old band, refusing to play with Love. Police 
denied requests for an investigation into Pfaff’s own strange death. 


At 8:30 p.m., Erickson said, he saw Eric Erlandson enter Pfaff’s apartment and leave 
again roughly half an hour later. Erickson found Pfaff unconscious in an inch of water 
in the tub the next morning. She was dead before police arrived. Police said they found 
“syringes and narcotics paraphernalia in the bathroom,” and pages were ripped out of 
Pfaff’s journal. The same coroner who had declared Kurt Cobain’s death a suicide 
claimed Pfaff died of “Acute Opiate Intoxication” caused by an accidental “[injectable] 
use of the drug.”*” 

Police rebuffed Kristen’s mother’s requests to investigate her daughter’s death as a 
possible homicide. Kristen’s brother Jason suggested Erlandson may have killed Pfaff. 
“It could have been a dose of dirty [overly pure] heroin. The fact that Kristen was clean 
for so long combined with a dose of dirty heroin would have been enough to kill her.” 
Jason was explaining how her tolerance to heroin was likely lower, and it wouldn’t 
have taken as much heroin to get high, but that it being overly pure would have killed 
her more easily.*® 

Evidence suggests Eric Erlandson as a suspect in Pfaff’s death, yet there is no 
mention of police investigating him. Again, police inaction appears purposeful. With 
the mass of evidence that Courtney Love carried out MK-Ultra-type activities with 
criminal impunity, Erlandson’s actions regarding Pfaff and his partnership with Love 
at this time suggest his collaboration. 
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